
American Agriculture:  
LǘΩǎ !ōƻǳǘ tŜƻǇƭŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ²ƻǊƪΗΗ



Population: 323 million

1/3 in Eastern Time Zone

Greatest East -West 

Distance (excluding 

Alaska and Hawaii:

2,807 miles

4,517 kilometers



How do American Households 
Spend their Money --



U.S. Grocery Stores ï42,000 stores, $822 billion sales/year
Consumer Interests

Cost

Convenience

Taste, but moving to 

Health & Wellness

1.5 visits/week

$100 - $120/week

Emerging Value Concerns

Locally produced

Environmentally Sensitive

Animals Humanely Treated

Organic

Is it GMO?



2017 Organic Food Market:  $  45 BILLION 

2017 Total Food Market:       $822 BILLION

Å ORGANIC:  6.4% growth year over year  - down from the 9% growth in 2016

ÅOrganic food now accounts for 5.5% of retail food sold in the U.S.

Category807,998 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Organic Food $25.1 $27.9 $31.4 $35.1 $39.1 $42.5 $45.2

Growth (%) 9.5% 11.25% 12.2% 11.9% 11.1% 9.0% 6.4%

Total Food $711,985 $740,450 $760,486 $787,575 $807,998 $812,907 $822,160

Growth (%) 5.4% 3.7% 2.7% 3.6% 2.6% 0.6% 1.1%

Organic % of total 3.5% 3.8% 4.1% 4.5% 4.8% 5.2% 5.5%

U.S. Organic Food vs. Total Food Sales, Growth and Penetration, 2011-2017

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  hǊƎŀƴƛŎ ¢ǊŀŘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ нлму hǊƎŀƴƛŎ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ςConsumer Sales







Farming in the U.S. is a Family Enterprise



WOMEN ïKEY ROLE FOR 

GENERATIONS

At the University of Delaware 

College of Agriculture ï70% of 

the Undergraduate Students 

are 

WOMEN


